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BLM Seeks Input on Proposal to Provide Land 

for New School on East Mesa 
 
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is working with the Las Cruces School District, which has 
applied for a lease of 15.1 acres of public lands on the East Mesa for a new K–5 elementary school.  The 
school would be south of Highway 70 and North of Northrise Drive and serve approximately 650 students 
starting in the 2006/2007 school year. 
 
As part of the lease process, BLM is looking for public feedback on this proposal. Written public 
comments will be accepted during a 45-day comment period that ends June 6. Written comments can be 
sent to: 

Angel Mayes 
Bureau of Land Management 
1800 Marquess St. 
Las Cruces, NM 88005 

 
“As a neighbor and community partner, the Bureau of Land Management is working with the City of Las 
Cruces, the school district, and other partners to find opportunities that will help meet Las Cruces’s needs 
as the city grows,” said Ed Roberson, manager of the BLM’s Las Cruces field office. 
 
“One of the ways the BLM can serve the community is by helping provide nearby public land for 
schools,” Roberson added. Much of the land that schools are built on has been provided by BLM to 
school districts at very little cost. In the past, the BLM has provided land for four elementary schools, two 
middle schools and one high school, as well as a community college in the Las Cruces area.  
 
Roberson and his staff will review input following the public comment period and then issue a final 
decision. 
 

BLM Las Cruces manages 5.4 million acres of public lands across six counties. The 
BLM’s multiple-use mission is to sustain the health and productivity of public lands for 
the use and enjoyment of present and future generations. The Bureau accomplishes this 
by managing activities such as outdoor recreation, livestock grazing, mineral 
development, and energy production, and by conserving natural, historical, cultural, and 
other resources on the public lands. 
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